GREEK  ORIGIN  OF  CIVILIZATION
arts of life brought from the great cities of those Oriental kingdoms
which possessed the most ancient civilization, Egypt and Chaldea,
where the technique of the crafts of building, furnishing, weaving,
metal-work, dyeing, tanning, glass-making, and mosaic had been
developed. They also brought such practical inventions as writing
in alphabetical characters, gold, silver, and bronze coinage,
surveying, the division of the circle into 360 degrees, the division
of time into years and months and the week of seven days, each
sacred to a planet bearing the name of a divinity and surviving
to the present day in the French names of days, which are derived
from the Latin - lundi being Monday, or the moon-day, from luna
the moon-divinity; mardi (Tuesday) being the day of Mars, etc.
From the East, too, came the olive tree, which became acclima-
tized in Provence, and the vine, which spread over the greater part
of Gaul; before the close of the Roman Empire there were famous
vineyards in the Bordeaux region, on the banks of the Rh6ne,
and even on the banks of the Moselle.
jgreek origin of intellectual
civilization
To the material civilization of the East the Greeks had added
the creations of the mind: science, philosophy, literature, and the
arts, whose origin is shown by their Greek names, which passed
through Latin into French, as into the languages of all the other
countries of Europe. The sciences still bear Greek names: mathe-
matics, arithmetic, geometry, mechanics, physics, astronomy,
chemistry, botany, anatomy, and aU systematically organized
studies, such as philosophy, logic, grammar, rhetoric, politics,
history - not to mention names of modern creation, such as
physiology and psychology, or the custom of forming all names of
new sciences by the use of the suffix -logy, so that they are popu-
larly referred to as 'the ologies'. Greek names are also used to
designate such medical operations as diagnosis, prognosis, surgery,
autopsy, and the processes of intellectual work, such as criticism,
method, theory, practice, scepticism.
The whole of modern science is still infused with the Hellenic
spirit - the spirit of observation, reason, and criticism, inspired
by the desire to get to the very bottom of things and determine
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